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masters and men, assembled here from some sixty
Hanseatic cities, busy superintending the stapled
wares which arrived by river and were drawn up by
means of the mighty crane that formed a notable
feature in the water frontage of the factory. Some
wares, too, arrived by way of the crooked streets.
These entered the building through the small carefully
guarded doorways. As time went on and there was
not room enough for all the guests in the main build-
ing, adjoining houses were rented for the Hanseatics,
but all were subject to the same rigid discipline, and
were members of the same large household. In early
days the London merchants had insisted that an
Englishman should be head inspector of the Hanseatic
warehouses, but from this they soon freed themselves,
alleging that it was giving the sheepfold over into the
keeping of the wolf. As elsewhere, the presidency
was assigned to an alderman and twelve councillors.
These were chosen from the different towns in rota-
tion. As elsewhere, all residents had to remain
unmarried during the period of this sojourn in the
Steelyard. Not even the house-master was allowed
to have a wife. In later years, a Cologne merchant
who had decorated, improved, and enlarged the
garden inn, and turned it into one of the most beauti-
ful taverns in London, being a resident for life, was
anxious to marry. But so sternly did the League
hold by their decree of celibacy for their absent
members, that they only agreed to make an exception
in his case after fourteen members of the English
Parliament had signed a round robin petition to the
Hanseatic Diet to this effect Those who trespassed